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Government Approves Logging in Proposed Ecological Reserve (Sunshine Coast)

The BC government, through its logging agency BC Timber Sales, has approved logging in a forest proposed as an Ecological Reserve (ER) by Victoria based ‘Friends of Ecological Reserves’ (FoER). The Clack Creek Gallery Forest, on the Elphinstone slopes, was nominated by the group in 2016 to become an ER, however after repeated communications and meetings by FoER to government (BC Parks and Forest Lands Natural Resources), their proposal was rejected for reasons unknown.    

In 2015, Elphinstone Logging Focus (ELF) presented FoER with information on the Clack Creek Forest that included two scientific reports indicating its high levels of bio-diversity.  One report concluded that the creeks and streams that flowed through the area contained excellent habitat for both the endangered Coastal Tailed and Red-Legged frogs and the 2nd report documented the largest patches in the province of the rare Rubus-nivalis (snow bramble) native plant.  The area is found in a low-elevation mature forest. These combined ecological features supported FoER’s request to government to classify and protect it as a new ER.

FoER is run by retired government and university biologists and helps in the selection of new reserves. The Ecological Reserves program in BC was the vision of well-known forest ecologist Dr. Vladimir Krajina (UBC Professor) and in 1971 the Ecological Reserves Act was established.  

“The Sunshine Coast has one Ecological Reserve around Ambrose Lake protecting a rare bog ecosystem. No new ERs have been established in the province since 2009 while our biodiversity deficit continues to grow” states Ross Muirhead, Forest Campaigner for ELF. “The Clack Creek Forest meets the test for an ER to be established, however BC Timber Sales is being willfully blind and instead awarded a cutting permit to Black Mount Logging of Squamish. Logging could begin in early fall which would not be welcomed by the community.”

“The Clack Creek Forest would provide current and future researchers and educators with an outdoor classroom to study rare and endangered plants and animals in their natural habitat and at the same time allow the perpetuation of an important genetic database of two amphibian species and a rare native plant” adds Hans Penner of ELF.

At this time, a BC Supreme Court hearing that challenged the issue of the timber sale over the Clack Creek Forest has concluded with the Judge’s decision expected in early fall.  In the meantime, ELF and the Living Forest Institute are holding weekly (Sundays) events and workshops in the forest to bring attention to the issue. The forest is also the critical center of the proposed Mt. Elphinstone Prov. Park expansion area, an initiative supported by the Sunshine Coast Regional District and the Sierra Club of BC.    
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